	[image: image1.png]



	UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION CENTRE – DAR ES SALAAM


Old Boma Building                                                                                                            Telephone: 255-22-22119510/2112923 

Plot 134-140                                                                                                                         Fax: 255-22-2112923/2113270
Kingsway/Mafinga Street                                                                                                  E-mail: unic.urt@raha.com
Off Kinondoni Road                                                                                                           Website: www.unic.undp.org
P. O. Box  9224                                                                                                                   
Dar-es-Salaam                                                                                                                    

TANZANIA
P  R E S S        R E L E A S E

International Women’s Day- 8 March 2007

“Ending impunity for Violence against Women and Girls

DAR ES SALAAM, 7 March 2007 (UN Information Centre)….Tanzania joins other countries worldwide on 8 March 2007 to commemorate International Women’s Day. The international theme for this year is: “Ending impunity for violence against women”, while the national one is Women and the Environment- use Traditional Baskets to Preserve the Environment”.
Violence against women and girls “continues unabated in every continent, country and culture taking a devastating toll on women’s lives, on their families and on society as a whole,” observes the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon in a message to mark the Day.

While manifestations of violence against women and girls vary across socio-economic and cultural contexts, such violence remains a tragic reality in all parts of the world, representing a pervasive violation of human rights and a major impediment to achieving gender equality, development and peace.
All too often, perpetrators of violence against women and girls go unpunished. Despite growing awareness of the magnitude of the problem, its dimensions, forms, consequences and costs – to both the individual and society at large – the political will to end the culture of impunity and to effectively prevent and address violence against women and girls has not yet materialized.
Eliminating violence against women and girls must be a priority at all levels – local, national, regional and international – and commitment demonstrated at the highest levels through sufficient resources and determined efforts. It is necessary to support and sustain a political and social environment in which violence against women and girls is not tolerated – an environment in which friends, family members and neighbours, men and women together, will intervene to ensure that no perpetrators go unpunished.

International Women’s Day is marked around the world as an occasion for reflecting on past struggles and accomplishments, but more importantly, for looking ahead to the untapped potential and opportunities that await future generations of women. In December 1977, the General Assembly adopted a resolution proclaiming a United Nations Day for Women’s Rights and International Peace to be observed on any day of the year by Member States, in accordance with their historical and national traditions. 
Over the years, the UN and its technical agencies have promoted the participation of women as equal partners with men in achieving sustainable development, peace, security, and full respect for human rights. The empowerment of women continues to be a central feature of the UN’s efforts to address social, economic and political challenges across the globe
For more information, please see attached fact sheets and visit:http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/iwd or www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2007
