SPEECH BY VODACOM TANZANIA MANAGING DIRECTOR ROMEO 
KUMALO AT THE CORPORATE LAUNCH OF 3G

Our chief guest of honour, the Minister for Infrastructure Development Hon. Andrew Chenge,

Distinguished Guests,

Members of the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good Evening
Good evening and welcome everyone, to our 3G network launch. It's good to see so many of you here to mark this grand achievement. I would like to extend a special welcome to our guest of honour, Hon. Andrew Chenge and to the Siemens Managing Director, Dr. Jan Mrosik. 
I would also like to convey my gratitude to all my staff, for their tireless and selfless efforts into making this project a reality. Without their professional dedication this project would not have come to term.  And to Huawei, Nokia and Midcom Tanzania I thank you for your kind sponsorship tonight.
You may recall that a couple of weeks ago we launched the first of our 3G products, the HSDPA Data Card. Today, Vodacom proudly unveils the full bouquet of our 3G HSDPA products; namely Video Calling, Picture Messaging and Mobile Internet services. Tanzania is only the second country in Africa with such technology, the first being South Africa. This is another milestone for Vodacom Tanzania as we are also the first network in East Africa with 3G HSDPA technology and we believe that this will give us a major competitive advantage in the market.

Vodacom is definitely changing the way in which consumers communicate, for the first time ever in Tanzania you will be able to see the person that you are talking to courtesy of Vodacom’s video calling service. In other words, you will be able to speak face to face with your caller in real time from different locations at any time. This new and fun service is exclusive to Vodacom subscribers only.  
Furthermore, you can spice up your text messages, by adding colored pictures, animations and sound using our MMS service. In essence, we are introducing visuals, sound and motion into our messaging services. Not only will this service be available from mobile to mobile, but mobile to PC as well. It will be possible for subscribers to send MMS to any email address.
Mobile Internet or WAP will provide our subscribers with internet access on their laptops, PCs, mobile phones or any other hand held device. The activation of these services is very simple and is available to all Vodacom subscribers.
These services will not only keep our subscribers informed and entertained, but will enable them to work better and more efficiently from any location at any time. Mobility with superior speeds is what we are offering.

Consumers have demonstrated a growing need for high-speed data services, especially among the corporate world. 3G HSDPA possesses the advantages of mobile telecommunications and broadband services. Not only can it greatly enhance mobile networks’ bandwidth bearing, but it also enables consumers to enjoy multimedia communications anytime and anywhere.

This being a corporate event, allow me to outline to you the benefits of our 3G HSDPA Data Card.

The 3G Data Card slots into a laptop and connects via Vodacom’s high-speed 3G HSDPA network. The Data Card enables customers to browse the Internet, send and receive SMS, chat using their existing instant messaging service, access business applications such as Internet based e-mail accounts and connect to their company’s network using their company’s existing VPN solution - all from the convenience of their laptop anywhere at anytime. They can download large volumes of data such as large e-mail attachments faster than ever before.

In essence, the Data Card offers a mobile connectivity solution which provides our customers with even more flexibility and accessibility to information, while at the same time increasing productivity on the move.

And for PC users, we offer the world’s smallest and fastest 3G HSDPA USB modem which largely facilitates wireless network access for both laptops and PCs.

The seamless access to different network services offered through the Data Card and USB modem will enable greater flexibility for Vodacom customers and maintain high levels of service performance. 

3G HSDPA has measurable advantages in a corporate environment. Its simplicity and convenience enables users to have secure remote access to their company network making life much more efficient. Quite simply, it means you can work out of office without compromising your productivity. 

To date, the Data Card has been very well received by the market. The response has been simply amazing and has shown that contrary to conventional belief there is a huge interest in 3G services in Tanzania.

This kind of response is the reason why we were adamant on investing in a 3G HSDPA network. As always, Vodacom wants to go the extra mile. We wanted to be able to provide our customers with the most advanced technology available in the telecommunications industry – hence 3G HSDPA.

3G HSDPA is truly the one stop mobile solution, allowing you access to the internet, your office and e-mail at broadband speed. 

For now 3G HSDPA is available in Dar es Salaam only. When customers are out of the 3G coverage area, they stay connected by seamlessly switching to Vodacom’s high-quality GPRS network, available across the country.

3G HSDPA is an important step forward for Vodacom Tanzania, as the telecommunications industry enters a new era in mobile communication. We are proud to usher Tanzania into the wireless infotainment age. With 3G HSDPA we are dramatically changing the way in which our customers will communicate with their mobile phones. It is a whole new experience, one that is innovative, convenient and definitely fun.

Competition in the mobile market is heating up and Vodacom Tanzania does not plan on slowing down. We will continue to work hard to ensure that we keep Tanzania at the forefront of communication in Africa. We are committed to keeping you ahead by providing you with the latest technologies along with reliable and superior network quality.

I would encourage all of you here this evening to explore and experience the difference with our 3G HSDPA and its various services. For those of you who have not yet activated the services, I would urge you to do so and experience the difference.

Thank you for your attention. 

