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n the ‘past three decades it Was
§ known ‘a8 SabaSaba ‘throughout
and: it was widely:celebrateld, but
‘today;-as the Farmers’ Day {Nane
Nane - it ‘has lost its glory and pop-
‘plarity across the Lake zone.
Mwanza city - a town eéstab-
lished by a German colbnial agent
cailed Emin Pasha'in'1892 to control
exportation -of cotton -across: ‘the
region — was a famous place for cel-
ebrating ‘the Farmers' Day in the
early 1980s. )
. :'Entering Mwangza or Shinyanga
Region:in those days, you would
‘have nioticed that there were farm-

ersirade exiibition-and celebration:

“taking place.
N 'foday,ms not easyto mreaiise
that an’agricultural show is . going

omin the c:ty or e}sewhere across:

FARMERS DAY: TANZA};_-'IA’S LOST GLQRY?

"the regioit. From the wayitis ogan-. :

ised, publicised -and ‘marked, it is

;quite-clear:that: this -unique day =
which ‘used to- bring thousands :of «

farmers: and their products together
about two :decades ‘ago = :is/no
ionger that important. ‘

-No -one can give credible rea-

sons as 9 why the event has been
losing its popularity.

Some believes that the dramatic
fail of production and prices record-
ed by farmers in the past -decade
has ‘minimised -enthusiasm . -among
thousands of people across the
region.

“We used 1o celébrate F armers
Day in those days when agriculture
was: valued and - it ‘was ‘paying;; But
today ‘with  poor prices and low
yields, we have hio reasonsito cele-
brate this-day," said Shija Maganga
(55):& farmer from Magu District.

T

“In those days we were told that:

the nshng paﬁy ‘the cmmiry and _

theeconomy belonged to-two peo-
ple... peasants-and workers: Today
nobody knows:exactly ‘whe: owns
the economy: and:-even ‘our. ;party
CCM, ™ this ‘old farmer said.

“Maganga, like many other farm-
ers, sees go reason to ¢elebrate the
Day.at this time when farmers feel
‘ignored and left stranded’ under
the umbrelia of trade liberalization.
“Tell me what will you-exhibit there
if you have poor and low -yiglds. ..
theday was used toshow how farm-
ers were. gfrowing. quality and high
crops rangmcr from food to cash
crops,” he added.

Introduced by-the government

16 bogst :morale ‘and .:capacity
among farmers as well :as: exchang-
ing agricultural knewledge through

‘crops:exhibition, the day hasended
- uip becoming a village market clond-
-ed with industrial: produets: than

; agncultural produce i
As-aresult.-the number. of: §Je{)-*

ple atiendmg this. event Jin - most

-partsof the Lake Zone especially i in
- Mwanza has also declined dramati-
cally :according to: sources within:

Mwanza regional authotities.

Two decades. ago, in towns:like
Mwanza - and ‘Shinyanga, ‘this was
one:of the biggest -events-that used
to-attract thousands of people from
various places, being clouded with
cheerful celebration and-traditional
danceys from Sukuma community.

it was marked one month after

-the start of cotton season, which is
-the main income "earner -for the

majority- of people -across:the lake

.szone regions,

After selling thexi' erops. at hef:-:
ter prices: oltered by: the :¢oopera:

tiveisocieties in thosedays = nnﬁef'-
:theclose momtarmg of gavernment'
= iarmers would cheerﬁiiiy attend :

‘this spemal day anywhere “at any
scost to-celebrate. the fruits of their
“hoes‘and land. |

John Manom ‘6{},-a. farmer: from

Kisesa who attended the:Nane Nane

show’in Mwatiza this week, balieves
thatthe presence of active coopera-
tive: sociéties-in those ‘days as well
as ‘the commitment of the govern- '
ment to-improve: agriculture, boost-
ed the morale of farmers to parfici-
pate in this day.

if the ‘governmeént is fully:com-

" mitted in: boopsting :agriculture said

Manoni, it" should :ensure that the
event:is well prganised and publi-

-cised- threemortith before:its com-
Smencement.

ki :shoyid also strive 1. enable

_famlers exchange -knowledge  .and
::productiosn technolagy among them
“apart'from being an opportunity to
jestablish: imsmess ccmtacts fer

eir preéuce :





