‘Japan to help priva

By Damas hanyainvoeva

YAPAN is planning to establish
assistance inftiattve for Africa o
promote smatl and medium-
scale enterprises.
Tt will also improve invest-
ment climate in the continent.
The Japanese parliamerntary

secretary responsible for foretgn
affairs, Katsuyuki Kawai, said in
Dar es Salaam recently that the
move is part of his government’s
efforts 1o help Africa get on its
feet and achieve full economic
FECOVETY.

Tobecalled “Enhanced Pri-
vate Sector Assistance for Af-

rea” initiative, the projécr would
prove to be fandmark of Japan's
aid to Africa.

The inittative comes at the
time when the Japanese govern-
nent imends to increase the vol-
ume of its Offictal Development
Assistance (ODA) to Africa by
US$10 billion in aggregate over

Japarn will incresse jts CDA fo Afvica by
$10bn in aggregate over the next 5 vears
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Together with other
G8 couniries, Japan will

the next five vears,

He said Japan would in-
crease 1ts coniribuiion to the
Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tu-

berculosis and Malaria by pro-
viding 500 million in the com-
ing years, Japan will also distrib-
wie L0 million long-lasting insec-

cance!l the debt of
Heavily indebted Poor Coun-
tries, including Tanzania, by 100
per cent.

To underscore Japan . re-

newed compmitment to lend a
hand in the African course, Pre-
miet Junichiro Koizumi has pro-
nounced this vear as the “Year
of Africa™ in Japan

“Japan used 1o be assisted by
other countries during the Meiji
Restoration in late 19th century
and after the World War 11. Mev-

ector in Africa

ertheless, we have successfully
grown Inte the second largest
doror coantry in the world. §sin-
cerely hwope that Tanzania will
one day grow into a donor na-
tion itseif. N
However Japan will maio-
tain #s assistance to Tanzania til
that day comes,” said Kawai.



