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.ﬂ‘h unﬁy s UN-Habitat
Prbgramhme ©°  Manager,
fﬁglemon Mutashubirwa, said
s on Wednesday adding
ﬂ?& the region’s economic
Pz:q;ects would be run through
it organisastion’s Mashariki

{rgovations in Local
Hdvernment Awards

- Brfgramme (MILGAP) which
fux!d it.

' 113
The award programme
ﬁnﬁs to recognize, reward and
p:omote innovative: projects,
thereby improve the living
statys of poor men and
| whbmien in ‘the ‘region,” said
the UN official at the Media
Awareness Workshop on
MILGAP in Dar es Salaam,
< w“I‘hc UN official elaborated
‘that the regional programme,

while being managed by UN-
Habitat, would be financed by
the Ford Foundation and the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).

It was noted that the proj-
ect would focus on the promo-
tion of innovative schemes
likely to supplement the EAC
governments’ fight against the
increasing poverty in the
regional bloc.

“We aspire to award proj-
ects, which would assist the
region’s governmenis to battle
out poverty and improve peo-
ples’ living standards,” said
the project manager.

He Stressed: “Our long-
term objective is helping these
governments to beat up their
Millennium  Development
Goals {(MDGs), pariicularly,
on poverty reduction,”

In his speech,
Mutashubirwa was categori-
cal that gronps and organisa-
tions, government depart-
ments, and institutions from
the partner states of Kenya
and Uganda, would now be

required to forward their proj-
ect proposals for selection
based on some criteria set out
by the UN organ.

“The projects could focus
on a wide range of subjects,
such as poverty alleviation
and true partnership between
the public and private sec-
tors,” he peinted out.

“The deadiine for submit-
ting the applications is May
15, this year, and the projects
should clearly outline the
“processes and resources”
used to implement their inno-
vative solutions,”
Mutashubirwa added.

The selection of the best
projects would be based on
several criteria such as: inno-
vation, impact of the project,
partnership building, sustain-
ability, vouth involvement,
and leadership.

“Another important criteri-
on is its replicability - that’s
the project must be copied by
others in whole or part, for the
benefit of the region’s
economies,” said UN official.

The award is open tc cen-

YIN-Habitat wants regional SME
'roposals submitted this month

tral government ministries,
departments and sections, pri-
vate sectors, training and
research institutions, youth
groups, women groups, non-
governmental organizations
{(NGOs), and community-
based organizations.

The top three winners from
each countiry would receive
cash prizes in the priority
range of 3m/~, 2m/- and Im/-
respectively, plus trophies and
certificates. Winners in other
categories will go home with
small amount of money and
certificates and trophies.

“However, all winners will
be included in the UN-
Habitat/MILGAP database,
which is linked to the global
database of best practices,”
Mutashubirwa concluded.

MILGAP was established
in 2002 to advance the mobil-
isation and hamessing of local
peoples’ creativity with the
overall objective of contribut-
ing towards the alleviation of
poverty by recognising, sup-
porting and encouraging inno-
vations in local governance
and decentralisation.



